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DISCOURSE 



Fish and Fish-Ponds, 

Under the following Heads, viz,. 

I. Of the Situation and Difpofition of 
the Principal Waters. 

II. The Manner of making and raifing 
Fond Heads, with their Dimenfions; 
and how to feciire the Bajths. 

III. Of Shiices, Stews, Moau, Auxiliary 
Waters, and the Courfe of laying the 
Great Waters dry. 

IV. Of the Breeding and Feeding of 
Fiji), and the Manner of ftocking 

V; Of difpoflng of Fijlr^ of the Manage- 
ment for Carriage, of Mufances to 
Poyids and FiJ/r., of Fri^Jis, and the Ways 
to fave the Fifi in them. 

VI. Of the Benefits and Impro^'ements 
by Fish. 
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Introduction. 

other Sorts ; and whenever I do, it 
. is ftill with Regard to niy proper 
•Boil and Waters, and as fubfervient 

I.I . . ^ 

XOy and, as it were, grafted upon my 
main Defign. 

I wifti any Gentleman, who hath 
employ 'd hiis Money and Pains in 
cultivating Waters in Countries that 
are blefs'd with Springs and Rivers, 
.^duld, for the Benefit of his Pofteipi- 
;ty j^nd Neighbours, as I have done!, 
Tc-v down his Experience, and commu- 
,iiicate it to fuch as hiuc. a Mind to 
divert the:niei\'^es with the moft rea^ 
.jfpnable Employment of beautifying 
^^nd improving their own Eftates. 
Perhaps thefe two collated, might 
give a compltat Ide.i of the whole 
Affair of Fifti, whuii would not on- 
ly encourage any Lover, but conduct 
him thro* the diificulc Avenues, fuch 
as lead to moft Improvements, and 

jiarticularly 
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* 

particularly this of profiting by frefh 
Water Fifti. : ^ 

' I believe, that the Breed and 
-Feed of Fifh, admits as much Varie- 
ty, as that of Cattel, which is fcarce 
the iaioe in. any two Farms ; and e- 
very Country-man expe6ls his Advan- 
tage fropi bis own Experience ; there- 
fore, if .wife, is loath to tranfpknt. 
Eoffibly Filh may be not the fame, in 
;feveral Countries, the' the Water and 
"Soil is alike in all Appearance ; but 
yet the two great Diftiriclions, arc 
Clay and Sand, or ftanding Water 
and Springs with perpetual Current ; 
and he that hath a Notion of the 
Succefs jn thefe, may launch in any 
Country of England, and expeft to 
be rewarded for his Pains, tho' the 
particular Experience of the Place 
muft, after all, give a Perfedlion to 
his Skill. ■ - 

What 
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' "Wlaat I have done, is the Refult of 
good Manners, which are always 
conceni'd in giving full Complaiknce 
to my bcft Friends : And I muft not 
cppole my weak Capacity to their 
Importiinity, who have obliged me 
to put my Experience in theie Mat- 
ters in Writing, flattering me with 
an Opinion, that not only my own, 
fcut their Pofterity, may profit by it. 
I am fure that I intend both ; and 
therefore a;(rure my felfj if Good-will 
liave any Vertue or Authority, it 
vuift atone for all Failings in the 
Performance, which I know are 
mmy. 
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DISCOURSE 

•OF 

Fish and FiSH-PoNJDs. 



CHAP. I. 

Of the SittMtion and Diffoftim of the 
frincifal Wa t e r s. 

niNE great Point ia the Con* 

1 dud ofFifli, is, to have them 

at Command 5 another is, tp 

have perpetual Recruits, to 

I fupply your Stock as you 

' This is not to be donevith- 

out a certain Order and Method ^ and witi; 
it, nothing is more prafticableand eafy. 
. ,r B "Cm. 
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l!iour Method muft be^ to hsive fom^ great 
9tf«^9 11^ aire the Head-Qiiatters of 
|ii^ tmp. fmxi whence joa may takc» qr 
lilieKili T0& 1^ dfijr ordinary Q^Q- 

ther proper auxiliary Waters, fo as you* 
lead the Fiih from otie to the other, where- 
by you nerer fk»\\ wal^:,. and noed not a- 
^ound ^ audi whkh is i&ore, lofe no Time 
in the Growth of theFifh, but employ the 
Water, as you do your' Land, to the beft 
Advantage.. 

Tfis^A;^rHap{)ear more diftinftly m the 
Sequel dE>-tfais_Dircourfe, which mall be- 
gin wttb tiite^^Sfeuatioft and Difpofition of 
the principal Wateb, whereupon you muft 
depend for the raiflng and feeding the 
l^j«ateft 1^^ of the Stock* 

FiiTC, you m^ exainine the Grounds, 
and find fe^ Falj betwixt two Hills, as 
near ^ Flat as njay be, fo d$ there be a fuf- 
£ctiQ6t €nrttiyt ibr tbe W^tet. If theire be 




file (SrdAJirig M^ of a Kreilt ^$n0Yir ia Wip- 
tia-, and ^U tbll £^ pliibly Which Way 
the GrbttHd.cai^3 for the Water, will take 
ih^trbe f «lf , ijoA'toXk accdr^qgl y. 
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The Condition of the Place muft deter- 
imn« the Qi,iaiititT ol G;:Quad to be <39¥9i^4 
with Water. I would propofe ixk ^ >5 
Acres in three Ponds, or 8 A^r^ in two^ 
and not le& And thefe Ponds i^Quld b^ 
pkc*d one' aheve another, fd^ the Point 
of the lower, may almpD: r^ach the Head or 
Bank of the uppet 5 which will be very 
beautiful, as well as profitable^ as will ap** 
pear afterwards. 

The Head or Bank, which by flopping 
the Water in its Current, is to raife the 
Water, and fo make a Pond, muft be built 
with the Clay and JSarth taken from the 
Pan or Hollow dug in the loweft Ground 
dbwt the Bank ^ ajid that Pan fhould be 
fhap'd as half an Oval, whereof the Flat 
eomes to the BanK, and the longer Diame- 
ter runs fquare from it. 

But were there not need of Earth for 
this Purpofe, it were better to leave the 
natural Soil for the Fifh to feed upon, I 
fliall give the Reafon afterwards, and con- 
iider the Manner of raifing and fortifying 
the Bank particularly* 
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Of the Manner of the m^ng and rat- 
fing Po N d-KeUt?s. 

i^^T^T is obvious, that if you make 
gy I <^ 3 Dam crofs a Valtey or Svamp, 
, felt- ^-41^ where at zxxy Time,, after the 
SttM^JSi Water runs, it will produce a 
Pond 5 and as the Barik^or Dam is high- 
er at the Point or Center,: which is a 
gainft the lowefl: Ground, fo much is the 
Pond deeper; and if the Hills on each. 
Side'rife ftcep artd quick, the Water ftopt 
will cover lefs Ground, than if they rife 
flow. 

Nowfirft, for making the Bank or Head, 
you muft befure it is tight, and that it do 
not few or leak, as it will certainly do, if 
it be compos'd of mere Earth 5 therefore 
a Bed ot Wall of Clay the whole Length 
of the Bank, muft -be carry 'd up wjth good 
Ramming, 
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Ramming, from a Foot or two below the * 
Surface of the Ground, to fueh Height as 
you propofe the Water fliall ftand. J 

If you do not give the Bed of CJay this 
Foundation, the Water lying under a great 
Weight from the Dq)th of it, will . work 
it felf underneath, fo allow a Spit or two 
« leaft for it. Then, as you ram the Clay^ 
you muft be fure that Earth be brought to 
carry the Bank^ up with it, eife the Sun 
will fearch and crack it, which is of per- 
nicious Confequence 5 fo when it is come 
to its full Height, clofe and cover it with 
Earth immediately, leaft the Inconvenience 
happens*^ . r ., 

You muft allow three Foot to the Breadth 
of thisBed^of Clay, and raife it to the 
Height you intend the Water ihall ftand, 
and lay Earth three Foot higher, two Foot 
would have fcrv'd, but that' the Allowance 
of one at leaff muft be. made for the fink- 
ing of the Bank 5 for it will do fo notwith- 
ftanding the jireffing of Tumbrels, Horfes, 
and Men working upon it. 

If you projeft*many Stews, or other 
Ponds to be funk right down about the 
fame Time, you will have great Advantage 
by the Clay you take out of them, which 
will be much more than is neceflary for the 

B 3 ?^^^^ 
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Bed, and that may forti^ the Bed, by be- 
iDgprels'd down by tfaeTuinbteU on each 
Side of it ; and fo the Bank i»iU be very 
much confirm'd, and it will alfu fave break- 
ing of Ground within the Pond, which it 
a great Advantage in the Feed of the Filh. 
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C H A P. HI. 

The jyimenfions of Pokd*Head8* 




'l^j^HE Dimenfions of thefe Banks^ 

^^ T 1^ ^^^ governed by the Manner of 
.^J^ the Hills rifing 5 for if it be 
bWJBw quick, then, to coVar a cbmpe- 
tent Qiiantit|r of Ground, yoii teuft raife 
the Bank higher, and ionfequehtlj it 
muft be made ftronger, than ^rften the 
Ground rifeth flow, fo ^as a lioderate 
Height fliall cafl: the Water upon Grbuni 
enough : And of this there wiHBe great 
Difference 5 for in fome Places it root 
high ihall cover as much as 26 Foot in o^ 
thers. And this will be eafily difcovery 
by the Water-Level, us'd according to Art, 
whereby you may ftake the Water-Line 
upon the Ground to any Height 5 and fo 
you will fix the determinate Height of the 
Bank. 

B4 I 
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. I will fuppofe a Medium, and thiit a^ 
Bank 14 Foot high at the Center, will co- 
ver the Q^untity of Ground. Then you 
muft make vour Bank at the Foot at leaft 
5oFootwide9 andfo ftraitenic^by equal 
Degrees on either Side, bring it to 16 at 
the Top J and fo you will have a fufficient 
Slope, and the Bank will ftand firm and 
durable, . fcarce to be deftroy'd witSiQut as 
much Pains and Induftry as made it. 

By this Proportion Pond-heads of any 
Ptmenfion^ may be projeded 5 the Matter 
is not fo nicely circumftanc'd, that a little 
more or lefe fhould fignify. But it muft 
be noted, timt to make them too flight, is 
the greater Error, and moft to be avoided $ 
Ipt them be rather made too flrong, for 
dben you have not only a more fecure Bank, 
biit a more beautiful Walk, and more Room 
Ibr Wheel-Carriage, befides a Capacity of ^ 
fome Wood I all which compenfate the 

Qharge of what is fuperfluous. 
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Offecuring your B a k k & 

M^]^ F the Bank be well made, and 
^' ^ "^ in fufficient DimenGon, nothing 
^ji. ..^ can hun it, but great Land- 
S^^J^ Floods, or Water-Shots, which, 
if fuffer'd to run over the Bank, will car- 
ry away the Filh, which in a warm Flood 
will tile, and go with it to feek Adven- 
tures, but alfo gurry Holes in the Back of 
the Bank, and weaken it fo much, that if 
the Flood continues, it fliall carry all away 
together. 

For preventing of this Mifchief, there 
are two Ways 5 i. Grates at each End 
of the Bank, planted upon the Level that 
is to be the . higheft of the Water. 3. . 
Channels of Diverfion, which being taken 
fo high in the Current as may lead.the War 
ter,upon the Side of either Hill abovp the 
Bank, you liave the Power to turn out all 
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the Water when you pleafe, fo that none 
ihall come upon the £ank« 

I* As to Grates, the Way of them » 
Well known) however obferve^ that if 
they be made of Wood, the Banks muft be 
fet diagonally, like Window-Bars ^ for fa 
Rubbifli ftops leaft againft them, and the 
Water paffeth freer. And in Regard you 
cannot allow any great Diflance between 
them for keeping in the Filh, you ^uft 
help out the Room by extending the Grate 
from each Side of the Cut in the Bank 
wheie the Water is to vent, fome confide* 
Table Space from the Bank^ and there to 
meet in a Point, forming a Triande upoii 
the Bank; Here are many more olits for 
the Water to vent at, than if the Grate lay 
fiat upon the Bank, covering the Paf!age 
onlY> And if need be, there may be Doors 
to Uide up and down, made in tne Grate, 
to let the Water pafs more freely ^ but 
this endangereth lofing the Fiih. n you 
will afford Iron for thefe Grates, you need 
only cover the Paffage of the Bank 5 for 
the Bars need not be fo thick, but there 
will be Spaces enough for the Water to 
ymt at. 

a. The Channels for^ diverting tlie Wa- 
ter, *are very ifefol in this and many o« 

^ ^ ther 







OfVilh find Fifh'Ponds. 1 1 

ther Refpefts 3 for they give you a perfcft 
G)mmand of the Water, and you may turn 
it which Way you pleaf^ fo as to fiil at 
keep dry any of the Ponds, and in a wtet 
Seafon are a perfed Security^ Tbefefhoulid 
be tnade fout Foot wide, and en each S«le 
of the Ponds the Lofs of Ground is not 
confiderabie 5 for Wood growing there, 
will make Amends for it. 

The String of Ponds in Hide-Park arc 
admirably difpos^d in this Refpcd 5 for the 
Current of the Valley is carry'd along hf 
the. Side of all the IV)nds, and day be ME 
into any of them, or any may be tmptyM 
into it 5 than which* there is not a greater 
Command of Water. 

However carefully a Bank is made^ it is 
probable it will few a littk at firl):^ but 
this fhould be no Difcourmgement ^ fpr by 
the fettling of the Earth, it will continue 
ally grow higher, and in a few Years, if 
made with tolerable Care, be as firm as a 
Rock* 
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Of Sluices. 
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HESE: arc very rcquifite to 
STt^H the good Command ojF a Water, 

i^ ^^^ *^ * ^^^^ ordinarily us'dj 
.^Joli yet require an experienc d Car- 
pnter to make and fix them, as ihould 
DC efpecially in great Waters 5 and fuch 
as have not Experience, fhall err moft 
jr9fly in this Work. They muft be framed 
k> as to fhnd firm, that the.Force of a*^ 
liy Thruft, or a Boat's running againft 
thetn; may do no Prejudice to them : For 
if they are anything ftrain*d, they are 
apt 'to prove leaky 5 andf* in fo great an 
Height as is needful for deep Waters, a 
ffiufi Matter will do it, unlefs they are ex- 
traordinarily well abutted, 
/ The Timber-Work muft be Heart of 
<L>ak, especially the Top, and that all of 

one 
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otie Piece, how long foever it be 5 and the 
Vcnt-Hole muft be guarded with large 
Boxes perforated fo as the Water, but no 
Fifh, may pafs. And aill this well fram'd, 
and what is under Ground extraordinarily 
^ramm'cl with Clay, elfe it will be apt to 
leak: 

The Ufe of thefe is very great 5 for if 
a great Water muft be empty *d, you muft 
either apply Engines, cut the Bank, or 
draw a Sluice. As for Etigines, they arc 
too chargeable, and puzzling t& fi:2t; now- 
ever, I may prbpofe to them that are Lo* 
vers of Art, fome facile Ways of lifting 
great Qiiantities of Water. Then, if you 
cut the Bank, the. Paflage is interrupted 
and made troublefome by the Earth, ^nd 

^ou ihall fcarce ram it up fo well agait]^ 
ut it will perpetually leak about the Place 
where the Fifure was 5 but Sluices vent 
the Water certainly, tho' flowly, without 
any Labour, Charge, or Incmvenience. ^ 
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CHAP. VI. 

Of tbf Manner of working to raifi a 
, Ponb-'Heads. 

^IC^OW, as for the Manner of ni- 
STk «S fiogtl"* ^nk, wbich I think 
Sl^jS is the only chargeable Work 
SL^Jni you have, I fliall ^ive fomc 
^ tjghc into the Wa7 of Working, fo as 
to. abrif^ the Expeuce as much ap 
toay be. The Advantage of Trades, is^ 
tlwt by contioual Experience, they SjtA 
nearer Ways of doing Things, fpending 
fever Stroxes, and le^ Time, than othen 
can. And in the G>nd[id of this Work» 
there is much to be fav'd^ every Man's. 
Reafon leads him to contrive Compendi- 
ums of Bufinefs, as I have done in the 
OiQ;»ofition of my Waters 5 which Experi- 
ence of mine may fave others the Thought^ 
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as well as Lofs by making their own Expe- 
rimehts. 

When you have projeded your Work, for 
which the latter End of 7«w^, or the Be- 
ginning of -Mi^j^, is the ben Time, take the 
Afliftance of your Neighbours, and provide 
your felf with fix Tumbrels, four good 
iiorfes, and two ftout Labourers, befides 
the Driver to each Pair of Tumbrels. I 
call them Pairs, foecaufe they work aker-- 
nately with the fame Horfes 5 fo that one 
is filling, while the other is moving, and 
your Labourers, as well as Horfes^ dre al- 
ways at work. 

The firft Work to be done, is, the ta- 
king up the firft Spit of jEarth. where the 
Bank is to be, and from the Pan of the/ 
Pond, and to lay it by for the Ufes I 
fliall declare hereafter. 

Then lay down your Sluice, with Trunks 
fufficient to convey the Water through th« 
Head or Bank. This muft be done at the 
deepeft Part of the Ground, which proba- 
bly will fall in the Center of the fianl^ 
Tbis will employ two Pair of Tumbrel^ 
and four Labourers, for digging and fetdi- 
in^ of Clay, befides four Labourers 't0 
jam it, which muft be,, as was £aid, very 
weU done* And the Carpenter who be- 
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fore-hand bath fitted his Work, muft at- 
tend alfo one whole Day to help in the 
laying it down, and to fee it well rammed. 

The. next Day's Work may be the Em- 
plpyitient of two Pair of Tumbrels in 
fetching of Clay, and four or five good 
Labourers to ram the Foundation of the 
Bed of Clay. And I fqppofe this may, rife 
a Foot in one whole Day's Work, more or 
lefs, as the Length of the Head is. Clay ri- 
feth ftiff, and for that, if it rifeth near, as 
in the Pan of the Pond, three Labourers 
to a Pair of Tumbrels, are requifite to dig 
and fill, other wife the Horfes will be idle, 
and want Work, as well as the Rammers. 

T^e Day after employ four Pair of Tum- 
brels more, to fetch Earth out of the Pan 
of the Pond to, lay along the Bank on each 
Ipide of the Bed of Clay, the whol^ Length 
of the Head 5 and to this Work, two La- 
bourers iFor a Pair of Tumbrels are enough. 

Here you muft lay on fix Labourers at . 
leaft, to ram the Bed of Clay, and fpread 
Earth upon the Bank, fd that. it may be 
clone as faft as the fix Tumbrels fupply it ^ > 
and by this Means the Bank and Bed of 
Clay will rife together. 

Thus you proceed 'till the Bank is fi- 
ni(h'd, which will rife fafter as you come 
. . nearer 
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nearer the Top, and fo will fomewhat al- 
ter* the Employment of the Tumbrels and 
Men, which you muft conform in Propor- 
tion accordingly. And obferving ihefe.Di- 
red ions, you may make two Ponds in one 
Month, (fuppofing the^Weather propitious) 
which fliall be three, four, or five Acres 
apiece, as the Ground gives, and not ex- 
pend in Money above 8c/. altho' you pay 
for every Hour's Work of Man and Horfe. 

But confidering that a Gentleman is fup- 
posM to intend this Bufinefs, not. only as a 
Care, but ap Entertainment, he will not 
fufFcr his own Servants and Horfes tp be 
without a Share of it 5 and then I cannot 
imagine which Way he can expend above 
60 L fuppofing Labourers Work for i2d. 
ffir Day, which I cannot fay they will do 
m all Cpuntries. 

The third Pond may be a Work of ano- 
ther Year 5 and if the Ground lies fair for 
it, that is much upon a Level, I would not 
be without it ^ for it will add much to 
the Ornament of your Eftate, becaufe it 
will fill up a Range or String of Waters, 
which two doth not 5 and befides, contri- 
bute vaftly to the Increafe of Fifli, as I 
fliall (hew 5 and I prtfs this Thing the ra- 
ther, becaufe without* it, in the ]yie.tb?:id \. 

C 
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propofe, you will have the Ufe of but one 
Pond as to Water every Year. Nay, were 
not CEconomy, and faving Chaiige, one 
great Branch of my Delign, I (hould re- 
commend more of thcfe Waters, if the 
Place will receive them* 

And to demonflrate the Chargp is not fo 
very great, compared with fhe pther Ex- 
pences Gentlemen are at for their Divcrfi- 
on, without any Return of Profit, as to 
deter any from undertaking this pfirticular 
Work 5 I muft remember, that opce, at 
the Command of my Lord North^ J did,' 
as I have direded proceed to the making 
one great Pond, and one Stew, ^xCatledg^ 
which are ftill to be feen,. but negleded 5 
and befides, the Regard to Profit by the 
Fifti they would maintain and fupply, the 
very Ornament of them was worth the 
Charge. I was limited to ip/. befides the 
Work of his Lordftiip s Horfcs, which I 
compute to be 4/. more 5 fo the whole 
did not coft 15/. and yet a full Acre of 
Ground lay under Water, and all was com- 
pJeated in 12 Days. His Lordftiip would 
not allow the laying down a Sluice, t\{^ 
that Water was a Specimen of my Propofi* 
tion, as well for the Condud, as tnc Charge 
of the Work. 

CHAP- 
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C H A p. VIL 

Of Auxiliary WATiRs; 

^■^'^S a great Gatrifon muft have 
S^A^ many fubfervi^nt Forts and Re- 
Sl ^ doubts difpers'd about the Place, 
l^*j^ for fecuring the .Country, and 
coUefting the Contributions, which arc 
to maintain the Head-Qyarters^ fo tlie 
great Ponds; which are the Head-Qiiar- 
ters of th^. Fiih, muft be accoQimodated 
with many other fubfcrvicnt Waters, which 
I call auxiliary, becaufe they fcrve to re- 
lieve the greater when over-ftock'd, and 
to fupply them when under-ftock'd, and 
to rear up and maintain Fry and young 
Stores, as well as to render the Fiih eafy 
to be^ taken ; without which Conveniences, 
yea- v3l have but a forry Account of the 

m. 
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There are Stews, Moats, and ordinary 
Ponds difpers'd about in your Eftate and 
Neighbourhood ^ the Employment of which 
being very confiderable in the weli<order- 
iiig of Filh, I will confidei each apart 3 
and firft, of Stews.' . 



-^ ^ ■; 
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I^^^HE peculibUfcofthefe. is, to 
g^T il5 maintain flih for the daily Ufe 
^3^*HM ^^ youT> Houfe and Friends, 
1^*.^ whereby you may wiih little 
Trouble, and at any Time, take out all - 
or any Flfli they contain j therefore it is 
good to place them infome mclos'd Grounds 
near the chief Manfion-Houfe. Some Re- 
cefs in a Garden is very proper, becaufe 
the Fifh are feuc'd from Robbers, and 
your' Journey to them is fhort and eafy, 
and your Eye will be often upon them, 
which will conduce to their being well 
Icept, and tljey will be an Ornament to the 
Walks. 

If you have two great Waters of three or 

^ur Acres apiece, I do advife, that you be 

^gaot without four Stews, of two Rod wide, 

and three Rod long apiece. The Wav of 

C 3 malcing 
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making thefe, is, by cutting the Sides down 
fomewfaat Hoping, and carrying the Bot* 
torn in a perpetual Decline from End to 
End, fo as you mav have a convenient 
Mouth, fiich as Horfe-Ponds ufually have, 
for taking out jour Nets when you' draw 
forFiOi. 

If you have Ground enough, it is bet- 
ter to make a Mouth at both Ends, and the 
deepeft Part in the Middle 5 for fo you 
may draw your Nets backwards and for- 
wards, lofing lefs Time, and the Fifli will 
not have fuch Shelter, as the Depth under 
a Head will be. Befidcs this, you will 
find the Fifti will delight themfelvcs in 
coming upon the Shoals, and it may be 
thrive better. But for. this Manner you 
muft allow at lead a Rod of Ground in 
Length more than for the other. 

Thefe I intend for Carps chiefly, though 
not abfolutely 5 and if you find the Tench 
and Perch increafe and profper, you may 
make other' leiTer Stews to accommodate 
them apart, if you pleafe 5 and fo you 
will, have them at Command, without di- 
flurbing the other Fifli ; only obferve 
this by the Way, that Perch will fcaroc 
live in Stews and fmall Waters, if the 
Weather be hot, but will pihe, grow lean 

and 
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and thin, if not die 5 therefore the Stews 
are to be their Wiriter-Qijarf ers, 5 from 
whence you talce them for the Ufe of your 
Table, but in Summer tranflate them to 
the greater Ponds. 

Thefe Sfews being defign'd at the fame 
Time you raife the Pond-Heads, will be 
done almoft under the fame Charge, as is 
hinted elfewhere : And once made, you 
have the Eifti "at a Minute's Warning ready 
for the Kettle, or any other^^Ufej which 
Convenience is. the great End of lall the 
Charge and Paint, aind without it, you are 
pot a Mafter of Fifli. 
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than 40 Yards, or 100 J^oot over, cut 
^ down with a Slope on each Side, as your 
Pond-Heads were, without Walls 5 which 
are too great Charge to keep in Repair. 
And towards the Failures, you may make a 
Mouth ; if it runs the whole Length of one 
Side of your Moat, it is the better, andFifh 
will increafe and thrive from it. Let there 
be but two Avenues with Bridges : And 
to prevent the Charge of eroding fo great a 
Length with Bridge- Work, you may leave 
the Earth on each Side broad enough for 
Carriages, but not to meet by 10 or 12 
Foot, which may be cpver d by a Bridge, 
and underneath,the Water to communicate 5 
fo the Pafs fliall be, as upon a Gaufe-way, 
with a Draw-Bridge 5 for fo it may be 
made, if you pleafe. 

I know all Situations and Soils will not 
admit of this 5 for fome are low and mar- 
ifhy, and fo have naturally too much Wa- 
ter 5 others are upon hanging Ground, 
which, for want of a Level, cannot be 
moated in this Manner 5 others are fandy, 
and will not hold Water : But the happieft 
of all, is, fuch a Situation as either hath 
Springs, or will take a Current, and dif- 
charge it again by a Sluice or Gates, fo 
that the Moat (hall be perpetually fed 

with 
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with a frefli Water, and may at any Time 
be laid dry 5 therefore in thefe AfFairs 
there muft be a previous Judgment of the 
Place, elfe Undertakings will not fucceed, 
and that is a great Difgrace. 

Now, fuch a Moat as this hath all the 
Conveniences"! fpoke of, befides ferves tHe 
Houfe with Water 5 which, from the 
AVind and tlic Suns free Accefato it in a 
great Body, will certainly preferve it fweet 
and wholefome. The Sinks of the Houfe 
will not foul it, as it doth in leflTer Qiian- 
tities, everi to kill the Fi(h, as well as 
"'make the Water unfit for Ufe. The View 
of it is a Delicacy the greateft Epicures in 
Gardening court, and we hear of it by the 
Name of Ganal. Then the moving upon ' 
it in Boats, either in calm Weather, or 
with fome Wind that ftirs the Water, and 
gives a Power of employing fome what of 
Sail, after a Romantick Way 5 and thus. 
circling an/ Houfe, taking the Variety of 
Walks and Gardens here and there, vifi- 
ting Stables and Offices, feeing the Horfes 
air upon the Banks, d^c. are Pleafures not 
given to be underftood by any but Srntcf- 
mei^ laid afidc for their Honefty, who by- 
Experience are taught the Variety of Greit- 

nefs,' 
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Befs, and have an Underftanding tp dif^in*» 
guifh the- true Felicities of Life. 

I know the Cbjedion of Charge, which 
iDuft be very great in fuch a Work as this 5 
J)ut -J confider the great Profufion of Mo- 
jQey thatjs allowed to tranfitory Vanities 3 
lifch as J[iabits, Treats, Equipages, nor to 
mention Vices too well known 5 fuch as 
are Tellers of Money, and ^depauperate 
Families, leaving nothing but Difeaf es to 
fcew for them. If fo much, or a ipuch 
lefs Proportion being difpos'd to employ 
Mankind, th^ Poor efpecially, in making 
Holes, and filling them again, were much 
ipore commendable. What is it then tQf 

{produce Advantage to your felf and Fami- 
y, to improve your Habitation and Eftatc^ 
preferve Health arid Reputation ? 

But even the Charge might be allevia- 
ted, if not in great Part fav'd, by good 
Management. For .fuch grofs Works as 
'this may be put out to Undertakers, and 
you may compute by the folid Foot or 
Yard, what the Charge will be 5 and the 
Matters will fee the Men work, which 
you cannot do if you are' Matter, and do 
all by the Day, 1 hen, every one delights 
to have rais'd Walks and Teraffes about an 
Houfe and Garden 3 fo that the Earth be* 

ing 
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ing employed ^n fuch, and railing Mounts 
in proper Places, will |Jroduce a real E- 
quivalent for the Charge : But this is a Di- 
greflion which here I conclude^ and retura 
to the Afftir of Fifli. 

Then confidering Moats, as common- 
ly they are, it is not expefted that th^ 
rifli (hould be much at Command, becaufi: 
ifis difficult, and perhaps not convenient 
to lay them dry. However, they fliould 
be kept full llock'd, and will -maintain a 
great man/. This will mend your Ang- 
ling, and the fifhingwith Nets will fei- 
dom be Labour in vain, as certainly it 
will prove if under-ftock*d. Thefe Wa- 
ters will receive a great Share of your Fry 
and Stores that are furerflnou?, and fo 
preferve them. , 

If a- Moat come to be laid dry, as will " 

. be neceifary fometimes to keep it from 
turning. all to Mud,. after you have by a 
Sluice or Cut drain'd the Water as low as 
you can, make Dams with Boards arid 
Clay, and ram them to be Water tight 5 fo 
you may tofs the Water out of one Divifi- 
on to another, and take out the Fifh^ in 
giDod Order 5 but if you dry all together, 
you will not be able to fecurc all^be- 

J fides, having one Divifioafvillo€ ^ft-^xsx^ 
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• you can relieve the Fry and Eels by letting 
It upon thera ; w;hich ejfe, for want of a 
Frefli to let in upon thqm, will be loft. So 
when one Divifion isfifliM, that isrelicv'd 
by toiling the Water out of the next. And 
this Courfe is not amifs, tho* you intend 
to throw; out the Mud 5 for the faving the 
Fifti while you are taking them out, quits 
the Cliarge of making the Stanka. 
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. C HAP. X. 

■ ' % 

0f other auxiliary Wa t e r s> 

I 

81Rr||f^^OU miift have other Waters be- 
^^ Y ^^ ^^^ Stews, to aflift in the Dif- 
juJ^ pofitioJi of the Fifh 5 for laying 
.^J^ a Pond in that great Order dry, 
as I proppfe, once in every Year, there 
will be a great Qjiantity of Fifh to be dif- 
pps'd ; . . ip that you muft have a fofScient 
Quantity of Waters to receive when you 
abound, and to recruit when you want. 
The Stews will carry 60, 70, ot 8p Carps 
apiece, fuppofing you jfpend continually 
out of . them 5 fo other Waters will receive 
their Proportion, by fending thj? Way, 
and that the Stock of Fifh, you will pre- 
feryeall, and know where to find them a- 
gain. \- , 

Thefe By. Ponds will be difpers'd about^ 
your Eftate, where perhaps yo|ir Predccef^ 
ibrs thayght fit to make them, for the Con- 
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venience of their Paftures, or you may 
make them as you can beft, with Refpefi: to 
Charge and other Advantages, obferving 
always in a Ground to take that Part for 
your Pond, to which the Waters are moft 
apt to fettle. In fome Places, but very few, 
the Waters ftand beft upon the Hills, and 
the Valleys, when fandy, will not hold 
well. Tne Nature of the Ground is to be 
regarded. 

' Some Ponds of good Depth, of about 
five or fix Rod fquare, fliould be afligtfd to 
maintain Pikes, which, when great, ought 
to be kept by themfefves ^ for in a few 
Years they will devour other Fifti, ^nd 
greatly furprize you in the Deftruftion 
they will mfike. But I fliall fpeak more 
of this whefa I come to. the ftocking of. 
Waters. 

I do much approve of cleanfing and ca- 
lling out the Mud of fraall Handing Wa* 
ters once in ftven or eight Years, and fo 
letting them lie dry one Summer, if yoU 
can fpare the Water 5 urhich, from MoatS| 
and Pafture-Waters, can fcarce be done, 
without great Inconvenience. Thcfe Mat- 
ters iexercife the Invention of a good CEco- 
nomift, who will endeavour to prevent. 

^ , Damage, 
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Damage, as well as fave Time, aud turn e- 
vcn his Pleafures to Profit. . 

One Thing I advertife here, which is^ 
iiot to let Carps continue in a (mall ftand« 
iiig Water above two Summers and one 
mnter ^ for fo you run a much lefs Ha« 
zard from Froft, than othcrwife you will 
do J befides^ the Fifh will grow much 
more upon tranfplanting, than by contiou- 
ibg in the fame Water, and more in the 
great, than in the fmall Waters ; But of 
thefe Things more afterwards. 
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G H A p. XL . ■ 
Tb^ Courfe'of laying, tha' GreaI-, 



g^*«EFORE I come to the Bufineft 
^ a'^ of Fift, I wUl finiDi what I had 
fe-L-^-i^ to fay about Ponds, and the • 
mMM Conduft of them 5 and of that 
only remains to fpeak of the Courfe of lay- 
ing them 'dry. 

As for the fmaller Waters, I have touch- 
-ed what concerns, them already 3 as for 
_the greater, or prittcipal Ponds, proceed 
"^Ihis ; 

In OSoher^ or after, draw the Sluice 
of the firfl: made ?ond, and lay it as drjc 
as pofiibly you can. It may be the Sluice, 
efpccially if the Pond be many Acres, 
will, not vent the Water /uddenly. That,_^ 
is of ho great Import, becaufe, as the Wa- 
ters &11, you will have Opportunity of 
fi&ing 
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fifhing with Nets, and fo clear the Fifh 
by D^r^es ; which left to the laft, will 
be too great a Burden to clear, and will 
not be done without Damage \ befides, the 
Hurry will diforder every Thingi If the 
Sluice will not vent all the. Water from 
the Pan, a Labourer or two will fooa 
throw it out with Scuppe;tSw Here you 
find the Ufe of the Channels of Diverfi- 
on,* fpoke of before 3 for they will keep 
off all l^and-Waterg, if the Time fhould* 
prove rainv, and fo permit the Pond ta 
empty, and continue dry, which you could 
not anfwer for a Day without, them ^ 
and therefore they (hould be made oa 
both Sides of the Waters, on each Hill 
one, which will defend the Shot of thefe 
Hills, that otherwife would retard the 
Work. 

When your Pond is dry, and thus fe* 
cur'd, keep it fo all Summer,, and youf' 
may make a Profit of the Soil fuficiently, 
either by ploughing or feeding. And at 
Michaelmas next, or a little fooner, let 
fall the Sluice, and turn in all the Wa» 
ter you can, that the Pond may fill, . and 
at the being near fiiU, it is ready to receive 
the Stock again. 

D 2 K>L 
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At the fame Time lay another dry, pro- 
ceeding as before $ which you may do al* 
ternatelr during your whole Life : Naj^, 
if you nave but two great Ponds, this is 
the beft Courfe, and will turn moft to the 
Profit and Feed of the Fi(h, as I fhall fliew 
when I fpeak of Feeding, 
• If your Stock be very great, you may 
let your Ponds ftand nill two or three 
Years, but not longer, unlefs you delight 
to fee ftarv*d lean Fiflij for fiich they 
will certainly be, unlefs you keep an Un* 
der-ftock bv three Fourths continuing in 
the fame Water four or five Years.. And 
it is a certain Rule, that the oftner Wa- 
ters are laid dry, the better the Feed of 
Fifli fliall be, and more fhall be main- 
tain'd. And a little Experience will de» 
mohftrate the Advantage to be great, as 
to the Size, Fatnefs, and Sweetnefs of the 
Fifh. 

When your Pond «s dry, concern 'not 
your felf to carry out the Mud for the 
xirft 14 or 15 Years ; and then let it be 
only out of the Pan whence you took the 
Earth to raife the Bank, but never break 
the Turf of the reft of the Ground flow- 
ed: But when it comes to be a Yard 
thick in mere Mud, it is good to take it 
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out ; fbi tho* Mud .be good to impioye 
Gpund, yet when it u taken from the 
Fond, down to the dead Earth, your 
Ground and Soil is depauperated,' and the 
Water by Confequence, which cheats the 
Fifli, that is, your fel£ 
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of the Breeding of F is H' 

^4^AVING done with Ponds, the 
A^H^^ Mahner of making, preferving, 
fe,i, -4^ and ufihg them, I intend next 
SafJ^ to difcourfe of Fifh, and how 
beft'to difpofe them to maintain the Wa- 
ters in full Stock: But before I come to 
the flocking of Waters, I muft fpeak of the 
Courfe of breeding Fifh, whereby the 
Stock is to be recruited and fupply'd. 

Some have thought, that great Diffe- 
rence is to be found .in the Sorts of Ctfr/ij, 
fome whereof are more apt to grow up to 
a great Size, others to fpread and look 
thick, and others for the Swcetnefs of 
Meat. I do not deny but there may be. 
fome Difference, but I cannot efteem it fo 
ccmfiderable, as to be worth the looking 
after. . Varieties in Nature, are infinite, 
and 
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and in the feveral Breeds of Fiih, as of o- . 
tljer Creatures : Yet Ihave not pbferv'd fo 
much of it in Carps^ that I coul^ tell how 
to diftinguKh them, wher^ I could pro- 
mife my fell better Succefs yni^ one Sort, 
than another. This is a^icety which 
Fiihmongers, that make a.Traae of Buy- 
ing and Seilingy talk of, intending it on^ 
iy as a Topick of Myftcxy, which all 
Trades aifea, and to have Something to . 
fay for valuing or undervaluing, as they ^ 
fell or buy, to juftify in theit Talk tot] 
Prices they propofc to take or give 5 thero^; 
fore thisNicety is left to them. ^, 

I do yet believe, that a Sort of Filh^'. 

. bred in great Numbers ift bad Waters, o- ^ 
ver-ftockM, and almoft ftarv'd, may in. 
Pf ocefs of Time degenerate, and both lofc 
a good Shape, and l^lefs apt to grow up^ 

. to a due Greatnefs, than others that have ^ 
been better defcended of a cultivated Stock : 
And on the other Side, it is no lefs poili- 
ble, that by coming into good Quarters, 
Fiih may improve and mend 5 fo that a 
Gentleman is to expeft the Goodriefs pf 
his Fifh from the Cleannefs of his Watercf, 
9nd the Plenty of their Feed, and not from 
any Choice of his Stock or Breed 5 and 
Jet him get them where he ma;^, if well 

P 4 order'd^ 
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ordei^d, he ttoy aflfurc himfelf they ihall 
arif«rer his Expeftarions. 

If is a comrnbn Obfen^tion, that fomc 
Waters will, and others will nor breed. 
It is my Experience, that moft Waters, the 
firft Year after having lain drv a Summer^ 
do breed, and that nutperotrfly, efpecially 
Civps , which I have' kiiown fncreafe t6 
fuch ati f intredihJc Fry; that I have been 
troubled hoxt' to difpofe them, fo as to 
hive them agaitr after three or four Years,- 
wftcii they A)tc^mt good Stock for great 
Witers, Fffis and Perch tit t of very good 
Ufe to kecpdoj^n the Breed of Fifli 5 for 
thiey prey much upon the 'Spawn and Fry 
of bred FilH, and will probably deftroy the 
Superfluity of them. 

The Quality of Breeding, is fcarce to be 
found out by any certain Symptbm 5 for 
foipe very prbramng Ponds Jo not prove 
ufeful thaV Way. The 'heft Indication I 
know of a breeding Pond, is, when ihe're 
is good Store of Rufh and Grazing about 
it, and gravelly Shoals, fuch as Horfe* 
ponds ufually have. When a Water takes 
thus to breeding, with a few. Milters and 
Spawners, two or three of each, you ma^ 
ftock a Country* 

As 
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As for, Pike^Percb^ Tenchy Roaeb^ dcc^ 
they are obfcrv'd to breed in alcnoft anr 
Watefs^ Bfid very numeroufly, only ]^k 
ntver breed in perfed ftanding Waters, and 
without Springs j and in f uch are neither 
found, nor increafe, but by putting in j 
but where Springs are, - they are never 
wanting, tho* not put in : And which is 
mod ftrange of all, no Perfon ever faw 
in an £^/the leaft Token of Propagation, 
cither by Melt or Spawn in them 3 fo that 
whether they breed at all, and how they 
are produc'd, are Qiieftions equally myfie- 
rious. 
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CHAP. XIIL 
The Manner of Stocking WatSiis. 

^^^ Have found a great Analogy b&< 
^£ I 1^ iween the flecking Waters with 
gL ^ Fiih, and Failures with Cattel| 
^L9JyK^ and that the fame Condud and 
Difcreiion belongs to both. Waters may 
be over-ftock*d, as Failures often are 5 io 
both may. be under-flock'd. The latter is 
the Jefs Error ; for if you over-flock, you 
lofe the whole Summer's Feed 5 if you 
under-ftock, you lofe only the reft of your 
Profit 5 what you do -feed, is much the 
bettej-, and turns to Accompt by more rea- 
dy Sale. So alfo of ficafts, fome of the 
fame Age and Feeding, will not thrive fo 
well as others. I have found the like in 
my Fift. And Waters themfelves, like Pa- 
jlures, have Varieties of Goodnefs § fome 
will raife Carps, from $ to 18 Inches, iti 
five 
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five Tears 5 others will not do it in 10. 
This is mofl: feniSble between your great 
Waters made upon a Fall, and the unall 
ilanding Waters, which have more Incon- 
veniences, and are liable to Frofts, and 
other Cafualties, more than the others 
are. / 

■ ♦ 

Therefore I propofe, that the froaller 
Waters fliould be us*d as Nurfcries, and 
either to breed, or be ftock'd with the 
bred Fry of other Waters, to raife them 
to a Fitnefs for Stores in your principal 
Feed 5 that is, to fix or eignt%iches. And 
of thefe bred Fry, you may put 100 into 
four Rod fquare of Water, or near that 
Proportion, and fail not ,to remove them 
in two -Years Time ; and fo you will have 
good Recruits of Stores for your greater 
Waters. ' 

And thus the many thoufands of bred 
' Filh that' you will have upon the draining 
your great Waters, which many are apt to 
flight, may be fcnt feveral Ways to the 
Waters about that and your Neighbour's 
Grounds, ^and there fed up like Chickens, 
and \a Xioie turn to great Profit, as I ihali 
£hew 5 therefore they ought not to be 
flighted, jbut carefully to be preferv'd 3 the 
rather, becaufe conuderipg a Pond, (as I 

propofe) 
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propofe) will, tho* but four Acres, feed, 
up 1600 Carps in two, and perhaps in one 
Year^ from 10 to 18 Inches, fit for your 
Table-Prcfents, or Sale. How is it pofii« 
blc you (hould re-ftock your Waters the 
Winter- after, without this provi4ential 
Forccajft, whereby you have Magazines of 
Fifli in other Ponds, fit Stores to fuppljr 
your Occafion? 

Now, as for your great and principal 
Waters, it is hard to aflign a certain Pro- 
portion for the Stock 3 but perufing the- 
Methods I propofe, you will foon come to 
the Knowledge what Stock the Waters will 
carry 5 for laying a Pond dry every Year, 
you will fte the Fifh well fed, or elfe thin 
and lean ; and accordingly you judge who* 
ther the Stock was too little or too mudi 
for the Water* Thus, by the Thicknefs or 
Fatnefs of Cattel, you judge if your Groun4 
will carry more or not ; and both as to 
Species and Number of Fi(h, Experience 
muft be your Guide in the (locking of 
Waters. 

However, to fave Lofs of Time, which 
you muft fuftain by making your own Ex- 
perience, I will give the bcft Direftiojas . 
I can, for the firft Entry upon your Bii* 

' finefs^ 
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finefs, and not leave the Matter wholly in 
the Dark. 

If the Pond be fupply'd with a white fat 
Water upon great Rains, you may put in- 
to it at firft 300 Carps fer Acre, in Cafe 
there be three or four Acres, 6lfe not fo 
many. And it will be expedient to put in 
40 or 50 Tenches for a Tryal, becaiife 
this Sort of Water is moft proper for Carp 5 
but being lay'd dry, fometimes may prove 
well for Tenches alfo, which when thriven, 
are a very good Fifli 5 but this Proof by 
Tryal muft determine. 

You may add Perches to any Number, 
and not hurt the Water : I propofc 600 5 
for tho' they are great Breeders, being alfo 
Fifhes, of Prey, they devour their own Spe- 
cies as much, if not more than any other 5 
and by dcftroying the Fry of bred Fifli, 
they preferve the Food for the Maintenance 
of their Feeders, which the Fry would in- 
tercept 5 fo do Good rather than Harm. I 
took once out ofaPerch's Belly of 10 Inches, 
lo other Perches. This is efteem'd one of 
the beft Sorts of frefti- Water Fifli, and 
therefore defervedly to be encouraged. 

Have a great Care of putting Bream in 
thcfe iSort of Waters 5 for they will grow 
up very flowly,' tho* at laft they will be 
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great 5 but in the mean Time they breed 
fo infinitely, and fuch a flimy nafty Fry, 
as both robs and fouls the Water, making 
it unlit for the other Fifti. But when a 
Water is lo or 12, Acres, and fed with 
fomc Brook, Winter and Summer, they 
will do very well 3 othcrwifc not to be 
made ufe of. 

As for Pike^ which are inferior to no 
frefh -Water Fifti, and now more efteem*d 
than ever, being lefs plentiful upon drain- 
ing the Fens, and fo harm more j they arc 
dangerous Guefts in the gre^t Waters 5 for 
if grown large, they wilj devour and de- 
ftroy the beft Fifti, and depopulate the Wa- 
ter. But thus far you may truft thera 5 
if you can procure icc facks pnct in two 
Years, not exceeding nine Inches, you may 
put them with the Carps into your grciat 
Waters, fo as your Carps are not under 
nine or ten Inches; but take Qre that they 
ftay not above two Years, and then feiid 
them to their peculiar Pond?, and feed 
them as I (hall hereafter difcourfe, and fo 
they w ill grow to be very large and fine 
Fifl), which you would not want. 

I cannot aavife the flocking great ftand- 
ing Waters with Eels^ for thev grow flow, 
and being of an indifferent oize, will be 
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lean and dry 5 but in Moats whick have 
the Sinks of aiiHoufe drain into it^ i^ pro^ 
per enough for them, and they will thrive 
in it. It is a Sort ofx Fiifa, as I noted, that 
belongs ra a fpringy Water. 

Thefe Diredions belong to the firfl: ftock* 
ingTof new-made Ponds^ which as to feed* 
ding, lye under a Difad vantage 5 the Reafon 
I have touched, and is from the dead Earth 
in the Pdn ^om whence you rais'd the 
&nk, itad that at firft, which is about an 
Abre, is almoft unprofitable. But after* 
wards; when that dead Ground hath con- 
tradted a little new Soil from the fettling; 
of the WaMr, efpecially after Land-floods, 
and tain dry a Summer, whereby it will be- 
gin to graze, it will become like the refl: 
of the Pond, and put forth as good Feed 
for Fifli as any other Part. This may feem 
ftrange and new, but is a great Truth, 
known to me from" indubitable Experience. 

Then after one, two, or three Years, 
(for longer the Pond muft not ftand full) 
when yoU|€ome to re^ftoek, and fo on in all 
like Occafions, you may put 400 Carp, or 
300 Carp^ and 800 Tench^ (if the Water 
feeds them) into an Acre, befides Perches. 
It is incredible to thofe who have not feen 
it as I have done, how Carps thus ordered. 
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bjr tranfplanting them every Year or 
will grow. . I affirm, that from fix, 
will grow to twelve and better the 
and to fifteen or fixteen the next Year : 
then they are mod fit for a Genrlei 
Table ordinarily 5 for tho' greater are 
oftentacious, yet thefe are the moft i 
and beft Meat, as young Fleih is com 
\j preferred to old. 

It is to be noted, that if the Fifli w 
y^ith you ftock the Waters, were ke; 
clofe together, and come from over-ft 
Waters, which renders them lean and 
you muft double the Stock at lijrft, ell 
too fudden Plenty of Foojd at firft will 
feit them, and they will die of over-r 
Blood, as. I have found' to my great Loi 
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CHAP. XIV. 

of the Manner of Feeding Fish. 

gf^^^N a Stew you may keep up 30 
Sfc I ^»' ^^ 4^ Carps ^ from OQober to 
aH!^ -M^r^iE? in Winter, without fced- 
>^JS» ing ; and by fiihing with Tra- 
mels or Flews in March or Jpril^ you may 
take from your great Waters, to recruit 
tjie Stews 5 but you muft not fail to feed 
all Summer, from March to OBober again, 
as conftantly as your coop d Chickens are 
fed, and to as good and certain Account. 
The Rcafon you?feed in Summer, and not 
in Winter, is, becaufe the Fifti will lie 
clofe in cold Weather, and feed little, 
not caring to ftir, efpecially upon the 
Shoals, where it is proper to give them 
Meat. 

If you would bring more Fifli together 
into your Stews, you may preferve and 
improve them by feeding 5 but there are 
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Bounds, becaufe the Water is but fmall, 
and wdl not admit any great Number: 
But if you have a great Number of Fifh 
to be kept for an Opportunity^ and you 
put them into a confiderable Water, you* 
may in that Manner ftock to any (^nti- 
ry, taking Care duly to feed them 5 and 
fo not only maintam, but improve icxx> 
per Acre $ but if thus over-ftock*d, and 
you do not feed fufficiently, they will (ink, 
and you be a great Lofer. 

Now, as for your Stews, the Gire of 
feeding is beft intrufted to a Butler or Gar- 
dener, who are or fhould be always at 
Home^ becaufe the Conftancy and Regula- 
rity of ferving the Fifli, conduces very 
much to their well eating and thriving j 
for they will exped their Meat as duly 
as Horfes,' and Appetite in any Creature^ 
waftes by Difappointment. 

Any oort ot Grain boil'd, is good to 

feed with, efpecially Malt courfe ground. 

Peafe boil'd a Turn or two, are as good 

as any other Grain. The Grains after a 

Brewing, while they are good and fweet, 

are very proper 5 but one Bufhel of Malt 

not brew'd; will go as far as two of Grains. 

TheChippings of Bread, and Orts of a 

Table, fteep'd in lap-droppings of good 

ftrong 
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flrong Beer or Ale, are very p^ood Food for 
Carps. Of thcfc the Qjianuiy of two 
Qyarts to 30 Tabic Carps every Day, is 
fufiicient ^ and to feed JVJorning and Eve- 
nmg^ is better than once a Day only. 

The Place to feed, is towards the Mouth, 
at about half Yard deep ^ for that keeps 
the Deep clean and fit, as a Parlour, to r&; 
tire to, and reft in. The Meat plainly 
thrown inro the Water, without other 
Device, will be pick'd up by them, and 
nothing (hall be loft. However, there are 
feveral Ways to give them Meat, efpecial- 
ly Peafe, which are ufehil, as a fquare 
Board let down, with the Meat upon it, 
by the four Corners, whence a String 
comes, and made faft to the End oT a 
Stick like a Scale, is very manageable. A 
Gentleman had found out a very facile Way 
to feed Carps^ worth noting, becaufe I 
have heard it was fuccefsful. He let down 
the very Kettle in which the Peafe were 
boird, into the Water, and the Fifh would 
come and take out every Grain. 

When you feed in the greater Waters, 
where the Numbers, are alfo great, it will 
be a Charge, as well is Trouble 5 but when 
you take out the Fifli, and fee how they 
are thriven, you will allow both well em- 

E 2. ^^Vcs^'A. 
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ploy'd. Either Malt boiFd/or frefh 
Grains, is the beft Food in this Cafe : 4nd 
what is not fupply'd from your own Houfe 
and Brewings, "you may take of Neigh- 
bour Ale-houfes, who will be willing, for 
a fmall Matter, to throw into the Water, 
at a Place you lliall aflign, a certain Qpan- 
titv every Brewing, Thus Carps may be 
fed and rais'd like Capons. And Tenches 
will feed in Stews, a? well as Carps 5 but 
Verch^ as was faid, is not for a Stew in 
Feeding-Time. 

There is a Sort of Food for Fiflb, 
which I may call accidental, and is no 
lefs improving, than the beft you can 
contrive 5 and that is, when the Waters 
happen to receive the Wafli of Commons 
where many Sheep are fed, the Water is 
inrich'd by the Earth, and ftiall feed many 
more Carps ^ than other wife it would. This 
is the Cale at Antlingham in Norfolk^ where 
there are Ponds in a Common that raifc 
Carps wonderfully, altho' the Soil be fan- 
dy and poor, and the Waters feldom let 
out 5 and this earthy Wafti i% the Reafon 
of it. When Cattel are fed upon the Fa- 
ilures by your great Waters, if they have 
Accefs to them, in hot Weather they will 

take 
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ike Delight to ftand in the Water 5 the 
iXing that falls from them, is alfo a very 
great Nourifliraent of Fifti. 

It is believed, that about London the 
.Fifh- mongers have Ways of making Garps^ 
fat by the OfFai of Butchers Shops and 
Slaughter-houfes 5 which I do not at all 
recommend to others, if that were to bh 
done, becaufe a fudden filthy Feeding cait 
neither be wholefome nor fweet. But I 
have, not obfecv d, . that Cdrps do in any 
Sort delight in Blood, nor indeed any cU 
ther Fifh, except Breams 3 and thofe will 
feed much upon new Grains jrlixd with 
Blood 5 fo that if you will be at the 
Charge of feeding them in Stews, like 
Carps ^ you may have lar^c Breams in fix 
pr feven Years,, which are 'a very flow 
Grower, unlefs it be in fpringy WatersL 

One Way of feedihg Fifli, is worth re- 
membering, tho' not fit to be' us'd in Wa- 
ters that you ever look upon. It is laying 
a dead Carrion upon Stakes in the Middle 
of the Water, and it will breed Maggots, 
which falling into the Water, feed the Fifti 
very confiderably 3 but I have not prov'd 

As for Vtkes^ the befl Food to raife them 
up to an extraordinary Fatnefs, is Eels ^ 

E 3 ^^<J^ 
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when you want. And if, after all, you 
find your Stock too high, you raufl feed as 
I have already difcours'd. 

But you may contrive to keep your Stock 
within Compafs j for you may enlarge the 
Expence in your Houfe, and gratify your 
Family and Friends that vitit you, with a 
Difh as acceptable as any you can pur- . 
chai'e for Money 5 or you may oblige your 
Friends and Neighbours, by making Pre- 
fer: t?^ of them, which, from the -Country- 
man o the King, is well taken 5 for ma- 
ny* thai have Waters, not being in a Mc- 
. thod of huibanding rhem, as well as o- 
thers that have none, want and delircFifhj^ 
and look upon fuch a Prefent, as of a Ra^ 
rity, valuing it not by your Plenty, but 
their own Scarcity. And where Fifti is 
pleiSty, it is a pofitive Difgracc to appear 
covetous of them, rather more than of Ve- 
nifon, or any other Thing 5 fo that Pre- 
fentB are not only expedient, but neceffary 
to be made by him that profefTeth a Mafte- 
ry of Fi(h. 

i Another Way, more prudent, tho* in 
the Account of fliallow People, lefs repu- 
table, is that of felling. If there were a- 
ny Colour for Difreputation in th^t Mat- 
ter, I Ihouldbeftow fome Words upon it 5 

but 
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but feeing it refides only among vain Wo- 
men, or Women- like Men, I let the Hu- 
iBOur pafs, and ihould as foon preach a- 
gainft the Opinion . of Fairies and Robin^ 
good-fellow^ as that. Only by the Way I 
prefume to advife the cenforious Sparks 
to do nothing unjuft 5 let their Pealing be* 
plain, tho' in felling of Horfes, fpend 
what is their, own 5 provide for theit Fa- 
itiilies, and be true to their Friend 3 and" 
after this, whether they fell Corn, Cattel, 
Conies, Sheep, Deer, Horfes^ or Fifli, 1 
will infure their Honour for a Farthing* 
It is the Truth -and Subftance of Things, 
and no Perfons Opinions that governs Ho- 
nour, which confifts wholly in doing what 
is truly juft and good, and nothing other- 
wife.- ... 

This Matter being difmifs'd, I proceed 
to'dired the Courfe to be taken when you 
propofe to fell. . Firft contraft with the 
Perfon you deal with, for a Quantity 5 
which, if for Sale to eat, will be by the 
Meafure of fo much per Inch, for every 
Inch above a Foot ; if for Stores, then fo 
Hiuch/?^r 100, or Dozen, between certain 
Lengths, as between 9 and 12, and 7 and 
10 Inches, to be delivered alive where is a- 
greed. 

This 
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This Trade will be eafy, if you arc 
planted within 40 Miles of London^ which 
will take off Quantities for retailing, elfe 
it will be hard to tind Contradors 5 but 
for Stores, there will be fome always be- 
;inning in Fifli, with whom you may 
leal; and fo few will fedulouily apply to 
the Condud of their W;)ters, as is necef- 
fary to a Command of Filh, you need not 
fear the Country will be over*ftock'd. If 
the Humour of living in the Country once 
xe-poiTefleth the Gentlemen, there may be 
much more Occaiion for Stores, than at 
prefent there is, becaufe their Seats aie 
Jet to Tenants, and the Waters unculti* 
vated. 

When you have contraded, you are at 
a Certainty, and may proceed 5 for it is a 
great Inconvenience to take and carry FKhf 
and then be paid with a Wrangle j thei«- 
fore let your Terms be cettain, aind you 
can have no Difpute, becaufe all is to be 
declar d by Meafure. 

You will find your Stews and auxi- 
liary Waters of great Ufe to you upon 
fuch Occafions 3 for you clap in what 
Fifh you pleafe for fourteen or fifteen 
Days 3 for Inftance, 5 or 600 Carps to 

a 
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a Brace of Stews, and the^ take do Harm : 
If they continue longa, it is bat feed- 
ing them until they are fctch'd or car- 
ry'd away. 
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CHAP. XVI. 
of FipAngfor Carriage. 

^Ti^'^SS for the particular Ways and 
^■^7^ Methods of raking Filh, fuchas 
^L, Jj^ I have dealt in', is at prefcnt be- 
a^*-^ fides my DeGgn, tho' i may not 
perhafra, altogether pafs it by, fomuchas 
coDceriis the'Cacringe of Filh, . which I 
looktipiCin' as a coiihderable Item in 'the 
Managery as to Profit, which | principally 
in thefe Remarks aitnati I'fhaH now oth 
ferve. 

When your Fifliing is in Order to re- 
move far, whether t'i. ^Vaters are great or 
fmall, it muft be uo ,: ui Winter, betwem 
the firft of OBober, and the laft of March 5 
and the colder the Weather is, the better. 
One great Caution, is, not to. handle, or 
. any Way to batter or bruife them 5 for it 
is a great Truth, and common Scnfe fpeaks 
it. 
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it, that FMh bartered and bruised, will not 
thrive upon tranfplanting, fo wdll^as o- 
thers 5 therefore when 'your Pond is dra wn, 
and you come to theFilh, take thtm out 
of the Water with Hoop-Nets fix*d upon 
Staves about lo Foot long, and lo "or la 
Fifli at a Time in a Net is fufficient, tho* 
but a Foot long, more by their Weight and 
Struggling, will damage each other infenfi- 
bly, fo as to hinder their Growth and 
Thrift, and perhaps be the Caufe that ma- 
ny die. Let the Fifli be as little out of the 
Water as may be 5 for when fouFd, and al- 
moft choak'd with Mud, they will clean 
' and recover themfelves with Water, which 
freflien upon them often, 'till you come to 
put them lip for Carriage. 

If you fifh with Nets, and make a great 
Draught, as probably you will 'when the 
Water is low, be not hafty to draw the 
Fifli upon the-Ground, but fecure them by 
taking the Lead-Line upon the Ground, 
and holding up the Cork-Line, and fo let 
them ftir a. little, theywiU be the cleaner 5 
and then take them our with Hoop- Nets, 
as before. And if vliere be Occafion to 
keep them any Time out of the Water, let 
it be upon the Grafs, when there is no 
Sun, or elfe in the Shade^ for Heat is the 
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greateft Enemy to the Life of Fifli out of 
Water, that can be. 

The bfift Veffel for Conveyance, (if you 
ant J above 30 Miles) is, a great Tun that 
holds five HogQieads ^ but it no more than 
10, 15, or 20 Miles, ordinary Hogiheads 
will do well enough. I know by Expe- 
rience you may fafely carry 900 Carps^ 
fix ^nd feven Inches long, m one HogL 
head 5 but from feven to a Foot, not fa 
many by a fourth Part. If they exceed a 
Foot, then not above 70 or 80 in a Hogf- 
head. Let every Hogfhead have 10 or is 
Pails of frefti clean Water, (not Well-Wa- 
ter) every fix or feven Miles, if it may be 
had. There is no need of any great Li- 
berty for the Fifli, if their Water be freih, 
and often renewed 5 for one great Ufe of 
the Water, is, to bury the Fifh, that with 
mere Weight they might not crufh and de- 
firoy one another. 

when you are arriv'd at the Place of 
Difcharge, pour the Fifh into an Hoop-Net 
a few at a Time, and difpofe them forth- 
with where they are defign'd 5 and with 
this Care you will fcarce lofe a Fifh. 

Some ufe to put up Fi(h in Bafkets or 
Hampers for Carriage, flowing them with 
Grafs between 3 but this is not fo good as 

Water, 
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fittTy for the Grafs cleaving to the Slime 
f the Fifh, rubs and cleans it from the 
cales^ which done, a Carp fcarce ever 
irives aftc|:. And altho* perhaps the FiJh 
lay live, they will not grow or thrive^ 
ecaufe their natural Slime, fcarce recove- 
ible, is rubb'd of 5 and for the fame Re^ 
>n it is not good to let Carps lie at all 
1 Grafs, but keep them always in Wato*, 
> preferve them frbm Bruifes, and lofing 
acir slime. 
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CHAP. XVIL 

Of Nurferies to Ponds and Fish. 

'jjp^^Encrally fpeaking, the freflier Air 
^ G ^S ^^^ cleaner Soil your Water hath, 
ifcHM ^^^ better Fifli thrive. Wood of 
*JS» any Sort near the Water, is bad, 
not only from its hindering the Wind and 
Sun from purifying the Water, but from 
the Leaves failing in, and rotten Wood ; 
both which are pernicious to Eifli. But 
Oziers and Willows may be ailow'd of, 
without much^Inconvenience. Oak-Boards 
or Timber laid in Water, as fometiraes is 
done to feafon, will in all Probability de- 
ftroy all your Fifli ^ and likewife Hemp 
laid to rot 5 all which are therefore to be 
avoided. Dung-hills, Stables, or Cow- 
houfes permitted to drein into Ponds, are 
very ill Neighbours, - and moft cfpecially 
Waiih-houfes, which certainly fpoils a 
(landing Water. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. XVIII. 

O^Frosis, mi the Ways tofaiietbe 
Fish in, them. 

|fl[f^HE great Plague and Bane of 

S» T (S ^""^ '" M'>2t^ S'^^ '"^ fmall, 
S^ j^ and other little Handing Wa- 
^.viii ters, are great, and Iharp Frofti.'' 
I have us'd all the Tricks that I have heard 
of, which are not a few, or could davifei 
to lave my Fifli in fuch Waters ; and yet 
in lo Years Time I have loft 9 or 4000 
Ctrpt, But yet 1 have found Ways to favd 
the Lives of many a fair Carp, when my 
Neighbours have loft all ^ which I fliall' de* 
elate as my own Experience, and may be 
{)rofitable upon like Occalions to any that 
will "ufe them. , ,* 

' Firft, as to the Sorts of Fifli that fuf- 
fet moft, I can oiily lay, that the Tenehi 
if any, is Froft-Proof, and will flii^ ia 
-■- : F Extremity 1, 
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Extremity 5 but if the Froft be intenfe , 
anAiOffif^t the 'bthcfir Sorts; as Carpg, Bck^ 
hh^ Petvby sad Rffocb, will go litat to 

ginfli^ and t liave found not any ureat 
riflfa-ence of Hardnefs , bat wibeii ono 
FKh CO A{flaih6» they are all in immibent 
Danger. 

The Waters tnoft obnoxious to Frofts, 
dre fuch as are (landing, (hallow, or faialL 
For ff there be feither a Water-Curtrent, tit 
a frdh Spring, no Fifli dies for Fro(L If 
an hard Winter fuccccds a very dry Sum- 
ner, the Fi(b fqfiers moft. If the Ponds 
are large and deep, fuch as I have dit^O^ 
to be made tipon the Channel of Watci'^ 
which may not run but upon Floods 6r 
Rain, the Fifli wifll never die in FteA 
thare ^ but fuch Waters yon mufl: took Mp^ 
on as the Afyluoi ftfr the fecuring the 
Fi& in Extremity 5 and all that you €»i 
put k there alive, tho* thro* a Hole ift. ' 
the Ice, will certainly live. If the Bapk 
of a Pond fews, it will preferve the Fifh 
in Froft 5 the Reafon^ as I imagine, is^ be- . 
cadfe where the Water fews out^ the Air 
will bubble in, which relieves the Fiih } 
or perhaps it might :put the Wattt ^to. 
Ibme Degree of Motion. If fo, the Bijt^ 
ring Wa^ with a 3oRjrd fiat ^Qn a Pde 
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put under the Ice» might do Good 3 but 
this is Conjedure; 

The Symptom of Mortality to your 
FiJh in Time of Froft, is, their (hewing 
themfelves ^ which if you perceive in the 
Icaft, conclude all are going j and without 
a Thaw, that Water will not keep them 
alive. For it is the Nature of Fifh in 
cold Weather, to lie as clofe and deep as 
they can 5 fo that nothing but the Pangs 
of Death ihall make them move. If no 
Holes are broke, they will rife and ftick 
to the Ice, and be frozen to it ^ if there 
be Holes, they will move about them, as 
if th^y came up for frefli Air. 

When the Froft hath continued longj 
and hard, that you begin to fufpcd your 
Fifhy you may make a Tryal by cutting 
Holes in feveral Places, fome in the Mid^ 
die, ^nd fome by the Sides of tl^e Waters 
that are obnoxious ^ that is, after about lor 
Davs freezing, and by the appearing of the 
Fim, Or not, you fliall difcovcr the Tem- 
per and Condition they are in j therefore 
watch them diligently. If they are not 
welly they will appear 5 then prepare all 
- Hands to take out every Fifli, as near as 
jou can \ for what you ta|ce out, you may 

F 2 preferve. 



($8 .. Of Fi/h and Fiflj-Ponds, 

pteferye, and all that are left behind, are 
probably loft. • 

Many ufe to brealc Holes to relieve the 
Filh, and, as they think, give them frcfh 
Air 5 fome have piit Dung bound up toge- 
ther into the Holes, 'as jf the Warmth of 
that keeping the Hole open^ would pre- 
fcrve theFifh J but thefe Ways, and all o- 
t&ers that I have heard bf^ except taking 
out the Fi(h, are mere Vanities. I have 
cut many Holes, and large ones, and em* 
ployM Men to take out the Ice, and keep 
them open, but to no. Advantage. One 
Thing appeared very odly to me, wheni I 
took that Courfe. Many of the Fifli in a 
large Moat had gathered together in a Cor- 
ner, pbverted to the Souths where the Ground 
rofe under an high Bank, to a Shoal- Wa- 
ter. Thefe Fifh, by their Motion and Heat, 
together with the Sun's Heat, that was* 
' ftrongeft there, kept the Water from freez* 
ing, and I could plainly fee every Fifli, great 
and fmall. There were Carp^ Pike^ Perch^ 
Eehj and Fry in abundance, coUeded as if 
it had been a general Council of all the 
Orders of Fifh, met to confider whjat was 
to be done in that Extremity, very divert- 
ing to obferve* 

But 
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Bat to leave Conceits, and come to the 
only Expedient which I have found effeiftu- 
al to ifave the Fi(h in this Cafe 5 and that 
is, to fet great Tubs or Fats full of Water 
in fome Out-houfe, not far from a Firej 
and as fail as the Fifh appear, take 'eiti 
out, and put them there 5 and from thence 
you may convey them in a Balkct to your 

freat Waters, where you may make an 
[ole at about 8 Foot deep, and putting 
the Fifli. in, preferye them ^ or if y oa 
plepfe you may keep them there, freihen- 
ing the Water every twelve Hours, *till the 
Froft breaks, and put them into their own 
Houfes again. You may plainly perceive 
how the Fifh, tho* ftunrfd and numb with 
the Froft, coming into the Fat, will by 
Degrees recover, and be perfeftly well a- 
gain 5 and thus you may keep them five 
Weeks, or longer, if the Froft continues* 

I have gone farther: Sometimes Fifh 
have been to ^all Appearance dead, others 
frozen and iqvelopt in Ice, yet by this Me- 
thod I have preferv'd them 5 for heating 
Water, and putting it into the Fat, *till I 
brought the Wattr there to a Midjummer- 
Heat, and then Ihaye put fuch Fifh in, 
with their Shell of Ice upon them, and in 
£1$ 0): feven Hours the Ice was gone^ and 

* F 3 the 
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the Fifli alive and well ^ and (b I have de« 
y Uver d tbem to my greater Watery briik 
as any. 

This may feem ilrange, but it is mpft 
true, and to be attefted^ if need were ; 
therefore in Froft ufe this and no other 
Means, for all eUe will prove but Labour 
in vain. 

In fmall Waters^ where is the greateft 
Danger of Froft» obferve never to put in 
Stock, but the. laft Week of Februaty^ or 
B^inning of March ^ for then they take 
lefs Hurt in removing, and thef mav be 
taken out in OSober after, and lb all Ha- 
zard of Froft prevented j and if you vcb- 
ture them there one Winter, be fure nevor 
let them run the Hazard of another. So 
you have two Summers Feed, which will 
iraife a Carp from Store to the Table» and 
venture but one Winter's Froft ^ and in 
Winter they neither feed nor grow any 
Tbix}g confiderable. 
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Of the ord'mmy Bmejits imA Infi 
ments by Fis^i 



^^^HESe were toucbrd vhen It 
A^T^ Q>ole of difpo0ng the loccesfe 
bjL^jpd of Filh; that k) turoUhing yaw 
$3L9<&ll Table, obUgicg jam Fueodli, 
and raiting Moner. I uail onl^ adi).ta^e 
laft, that It is mou reafonable, if it c^ 1^ 
contriv'd, that Pleafures pijf foi theCbaim 
of them. Then what is tnotq jultiSab^ 
than to make Ponds 7iel4 a Prqiit tp atir 
fwer the great Charge In making tfaeot i 

But we muQ go &rther \ Gtount) Htait 
be vaftly imprQv'd by Filh, and (hall l>« 
intrinficalljF worth, and Yield more this 
Way, than by anj other Employment yon • 
can give it : Fpi: fupBoib it Meadow of ti 
fa Acre, (which is aa high Value for the 
Dcft M^dow fas few L«m|I>«} ) vUI i% 
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ftifjr, that four Acres in Pond, fhall rc- 
ttirn you every Year looo Car^s fed up, 
ftom ^ to 14 or 15 Inches, belides Pikes^ 
Perchy dnd Tench y and other Fry, ufeful 
on many Accounts, if the Water fuitsthem. 
The Carps are faleable, and will bring 
perhaps 12 d. but in all Likelihood not 
lefe than 9^. yet let it be 6d. apiece^ 
there is 2 5 /. which is 6 /. 5 s, per Acre, 
a little Charge of Carriage .perhaps to be 
dedufted. This is Improvement enough. 

But lay afide Profit, and confider how a 
Gentleman (houid entertain himfelf and 
his Family, which I muft fuppofe every 
One hath, who lives upon an Eftate, and 
it may be numerous 5 he. muft find fome 
Sort of Divcrfion foi- them. Muft it b? 
altogether going Abroad to make, or at 
Home receiving Vifits > Or if the Female 
Part are fo grave, to decline that Courfe 
of Life, muft they be always within ? Or 
if they ftir out, have nothing but mere 
Air to invite them > Perhaps the Gentle- 
man himfelf may find Diverfion by Hiint- 
ing, &c. and meeting Company upon fe- 
' veral diverting Accounts 5 and (hall all 
bis Entertainments ^ exclufive of his 
Family > No, certainly, . whoever aims 
at an eafy and fatisfaftory Courfe of Life, 

• muft 
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tnufl feek that his Family, as well ashim* 
felf, be pleas'd : And if he doth not or- 
der it fo, that they fliall be entertaitfd, 
/tis^ten to one they will find fuch Enter- 
tainments as fhall not be very grateful 

^. to him 3 therefore there is Advantage e- 
nough in the Maftery of Filh, from the 
Diverfion, not to fpeak of the Employ- 
^ ment that it brings to a Family. Young 
People love Angling extreamly 5 then there 
is a Boat, which gives Pleafure ? enough 
in Summer, frequent fifhing with Nets^ 

V. the very making of Nets, feeing the Wa- 
ters, much Difcourfe of them, and the 
Fifli, efpecially upon your great Sweeps, 
and the ftrange Surprizes that will hap- 
pen in Numbers and Bignefs, with ma- 
ny other incident Entertainments, are the 
Refult of Waters, and dired the Minds 
of a numerous Family to terminate in 
fomething not inconvenient, and it . may 
be divert them from worfe. Parks, Bow* 
ling-Gteens, and Billiard-Tables, are of 
the fame Defign ^ but it will be eafily 
granted, this of Filh is beyond 'em all. 

If it be faid, that- this is not a Plea- 
fure, it is all Care and Pains, efpecially to 
^im that is the Matter,* who ipuft be per- 
petually vex*d at t'he Negligence and Bloo- 

kiflineCi 
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lufimcfs of SejrvantSy that will never pert 

Ibrm what he expels .and orders : I an- 

Hrer^ That is a good Reafon for leaving 

fllie WorkL The Plague of Seirvants^ is 

ibc faoie in all Bufinefs, wherein you ufe 

aod depend upon them ^ therefore^ to, be 

lid of it, give away your Mate, retire, 

mA be an Hermit : And even then yaxf. 

Ibalt find, the gnawing of your own Mind» 

a more perverfe £vil, than all the Bufinefa^ 

Sfcnrants, with* the Crofles and Vexations 

;R:tendifig them. We were not made per- 

&d, but muft live in perpetual Difeafe^ 

the only Point is, which Way to leffen it 5 

and that muft be by Employment, which 

diverts the Senfe of o»ir innaie Mifcry. 

What can be a greater Torture, than to 

live chain'd to a Bed^ tho' the beil in the 

World^ and have no Company nor Bufi-^ 

uefs? Therefore court Bufinefs, if yoa 

would pafs for an Epicurean, and let it 

be fuch as brings Comfort to Natuire, and 

not Pain and Torment in the Confequence j 

that is to fay, lawful, pirofitable, obliging^ 

and temperate. So you avoid oiFendirfg the 

Publick, increafe vour Store, win your 

Friends and Family, .and preferve your 

Health ^ all which, I take it, are accon)- 

pliOi'^ 
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Blifh'd, in great Meafure, by the Maftery 
oiFifli. ^ 

Now, as to the vending of Fi(h, oh*. 
ferve,. that it is beft to be content with the 
Market-Price, as you can find it, a» moft 
are for other veadabie Commodities 5 and 
for Carps between 13 or 14, and 16 Inches, 
meafuriog from Nofe-End, to Tail-EiKl, 
13 ^. is a good Price ^ felling to the Nobi- 
lity or Gentry, may produce t d. more, 
and may meafure up to 17 j but never 
promife above 30 turnM of 16 in 1 3 Scon; 
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.6f Benejits, be^des the main Befigti, 

fff^^HESE, are many^ and not in- 
S T^ conQderable : As firft. When 
fe*-*^^ you make a gi:eat Water, you 
a^^M take the firft Spit of the Ground 
npon which the Bank is to Hand, and from 
the Pap of the Pond. In cafe you take 
Earth there for the Bank, and this you 
carry to fome Place where it is moft eafily 
Kmov'd^ upon your Tillage-Ground, and 
there kt it lie to rot the Sodd, and then 
there is not a better Manure, and more than 
pays tlje Charge of digging and carrying 
it. 

3. You gain the making of Stews, and 

it may. be other Ponds for the Convenience 

of your Cattel, all under one Charge : For 

if you muft dig Clay and Earth for your 

Bani^ 
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Bank, it is as eafily t^ken where it dotli 
this, as othcr!Krife. 

3. If the Soil about the Waters be any 
thing Moorilh, it may be planted with 
Oziers, which yield, a certain yearly Crop* 

4. The Feed of the Pond when laid dry, 
or the Corn, that is, Oats, which you may 
have upon the Bottom, tho' mere Mud, is 
very confidcrable. This hath been touch'd 
before. 

5. You will invite all Mdnner of Help 
to your Fifliing, by the Fry given among 
thofe who affift you 5 and tho* you pay 
'em, they will expeft Fifli ; and with Ex- 
peftations of carrying Home a Difli of 
frefh Fifh, Men will work in Wet and 
Dirt, to a Wonder, without other Pay. 

6. If you graze Cattel near your gr^eat 
Waters, they will delight to come and 
ftand in the Water ^ and it canduccth much 
to the Thrift of your Cattel, as well as 
the Feed of your^ Fifli, which is much 
fupply'd by the Dunging of the Cattel 5 
and therefore it is good to have Ponds in 
Cow-Paftures and grazing Grounds. 

As to the fowing of Oats in the Bot- 
tom of a Pond, obferve to dry your great 
Water once in three, or at moft four 
Xears^ and that at the End of Jamary^ 
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£0 KS prmted for E. C u R L L, at the 
Dial and Bible againjl St. DunftanV 
•. Church in Fleet-Street, London* 

I. "TpHE whole Works of Monfieur. Boi/erf«. Made£;rj- 
JL ^^fi from the laft l^arU Edition. By feveral Hands. 
To which is prefixed, his Life, written to Jofefb Addifon^ 
Efq; by M. 'Des-MAi%eanx. And fbme Account of this 
Tranflation, ^y N. Rowe^ Efq; Adorn'd with Cuts. Three 
Volunics, Sro. Price 15^. 

H. Pofthuxnoiis Works of the learned Sir Thomas Browncy 
Xt. M. D. late of Norwich: Printed from his original Ma- 
nufcriptSy ytz, x. Refertorium ; or, The Antiquities of the 
Cathedral Chiurch of Norrvich, 2. An Account of fome 
Urnsy Medals, C^c. found at Brampton in Norfolk^ Ann, 
1667. 3. Letters between Sir William Vhigddle and Sir Tho- 
mas Browne* 4. Mifcellanies. To which is preiix'd, his 
Lift. There is alfo added, Antiquitates CafeUt D. Johannit 
Eyan^elifia ; Jjodie Schofa Repa Norwicenfis. Anthore Johanne 
Eitrtosy A. M. ejufdem Liidimagiflro. lUullrated with Pro- 
ipe£ls, Portraitures, Draughts of Tombs, Monuments, C^c. 
Price 6s, the fm^ill, i is. the large Paper. 
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